
 

 
Progression in Vocabulary document EYFS to Y6 (History) 

Please note that this document contains new vocabulary for each year group, relevant to the skills taught and to the planned lessons. 
Vocabulary from previous years is used and is built on each year.  

 
 

These areas are covered in each year group 
 

Area EYFS Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
Knowledge parent,  

grandparent,  great 
grandparent,  clue 
memory, lifetime 
calendar, materials, 
plastic remember 

Introduction to 
Chronology 
past, present, 
future, primary, 
nursery school, 
born, baby, toddler, 
school, birthday, 
year 
 
 
Changes in living 
memory  Toys old 
and new 
school long ago 
similar different 
memories artefact 
camera - changes 
from a baby today 
yesterday past 
present parent 
calendar 
different/same 
 
 
Local History Study 
– Railways – Link to 
Lord Ebury and to 
Ebury Way 
steam engine, coal, 

Event beyond Living 
memory that are 
significant 
Scott of the 
Antarctic 
explorer, 
expedition, 
Antarctic, starving, 
expedition, cold, 
hero exhausted, 
British, South Pole, 
conditions, 
equipment, base 
camp, exploration, 
tragedy, memorial, 
frost bite, 
temperature, 
telegram, sledges, 
scientific, research, 
Norwegians 
 
The lives of 
significant 
individuals: 
Rosa Parks,  
 Alabama, African-
American, 
segregated, civil 
rights, movement, 
arrested, boycott 

The Roman Empire 
and its impact on 
Britain empire toga 
aqueduct centurion 
emperor 
amphitheatre senate 
gladiator republic 
mosaic archaeologist, 
chariot hypocaust 
tunic legionary St 
Albans, city wall, 
artefacts, soldier, 
empire, emperor, 
Europe, Africa, food, 
villa, burial, invade 
 
Prehistory, Stone Age 
to the Iron Age 
prehistory hunter-
gatherer nomad 
Palaeolithic Mesolithic 
Neolithic tribe 
Neanderthal 
homosapiens 
ancestors, settlement 
Britons tribe, stone, 
flint/bronze/iron/ 
Skara Brae ,hillfort 
conquest, 
Stonehenge/Seahenge 
archaeologist 

Ancient Greece 
DemocracyAcropolis 
City-state, 
Parthenon 
Marathon, Olympics 
Citizen, Philosopher 
Alphabet, tragedy 
Phalanx, aristocrat 
Mythology, column 
Hoplite, peninsula 
Oracle, terraced 
 
The achievements 
of the earliest 
civilizations  
Ancient Egypt, 
civilisation, 
kingdoms, wealth, 
crops, silt fertilised, 
canals, irrigation, 
flax, papyrus scribe 
tomb, afterlife, 
replenished, 
hieroglyphics, 
Tutankhamun, 
exhibit, evidence, 
mummified, organs,  
Preserved, oasis 
pyramid, burial, 
amulets,  

Britain’s 
settlements by 
Anglo-Saxon and 
Scotts. 
Settlement, Long 
ships Scots,  
Invasion Conquest 
Raiding Wessex 
Kingdoms/Shires 
Sutton Hoo Mercia 
Kent East – Anglia 
Northumbria 
 
Viking and Angle 
Saxon struggle for 
the Kingdom of 
England to the time 
of Edward the 
Confessor long ship 
/longhouse warrior 
Odin Edward the 
Confessor 
Scandinavia 
Settlement Sweden 
Norway  Conquer 
Invader Raids 
Vicious Norse 

A Local Study 
War memorials – 
The Lion and Eagle 
Wreath, inscription, 
erecting, erect, 
commonwealth, 
war graves, poppy, 
Memorial, 
remembrance, 
cross, plaques, 
obelisk, cenotaph, 
pillars, column, 
reversed arms 
 
Benin West Africa 
(AD900-1300) 
~Oba, artefact, 
kingdom, empire, 
era, dynasty, 
archaeological, oral 
history, plaque, 
bronze, trade, 
traders, Portuguese, 
brass, craftsmen, 
guild, trade 
network, trade 
routes, 
import/export, 
goods, resources, 
slaves, slave trade, 
Golden Age, power, 



Watford, 
Rickmansworth, 
disused, transport 
 

Florence 
Nightingale/Mary 
Seacole 
 
Nursing, medicine, 
wealthy, Italy, 
Crimea, Turkey, 
Russia, infection, 
cholera, 
government, 
soldier, diary, 
medal, red cross, 
wounded, injured, 
herbal, remedies, 
ingredients 
 
Great Fire of 
London 
 transport, horse –
drawn carts, 
cathedral, chimney 
sweep, apothecary, 
parmesan cheese, 
blacksmith, events, 
eyewitness, 
possessions, 
valuables, portrait, 
extract, quill, 
plague, historical 
sources 

 empire, mythology, 
papyrus  
Tutankhamen, Book 
of the Dead, scarab, 
linen, sarcophagus, 
treasures, 
archaeologist, 
translate, decode, 
Gods and Godesses, 
soul, purified, 
obsidian, Canopic, 
nation 
 
 
 
 
A Local Study  
Rivers, Colne, Chess 
and Gade 
Grand union canal 
Settlement, water, 
industry, paper mill, 
 

growth, 
development, 
decline, civil wars, 
population, 
abolition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A study of an 
aspect or theme in 
British history that 
extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 Crime and 
Punishment Crime, 
punishment, judge, 
jury, court, trial, 
law, police, rebel, 
theft, exile, arson, 
libel, execution, 
pillory, crucifixion, 
guilty, innocent, 
victim, witness, 
Roman, Emperor, 
Twelve Tables, 
legionaries, slave, 
noble, legacy, 
Anglo-Saxon, 
tithing, hue and cry, 
trial by, ordeal oath- 

Chronological 
understanding 

today yesterday 
tomorrow the 
present the past 
the future day week 
month long ago old 
new/recent 

today, now, hours, 
tomorrow, 
yesterday, then, 
after, before, 
weeks, the present, 
year, decade, 

Chronological time 
consolidation: 
sequence, 
chronological order, 
recent history, 
earlier, later, 

Chronological time 
consolidation: AD/BC, 
eras, timeline, period, 
millennium, 
thousands of years 

Chronological time 
consolidation: time 
difference, 
continuity, change 
BC/AD 

Chronological time 
consolidation: 
AD/BC (BCE), cause, 
consequence, 
similarity, legacy 

Chronological time 
consolidation: 
short- and long-
term timescales, 
difference and 
significance, trends 



century, the past, 
long ago, the future, 
day, week, month, 
long ago, ancient, 
modern 

decades, 
centuries/century, 
modern 

Historical enquiry Who? What? 
When? Why? 
Where? 
detective, opinion 
artefact  

memories, drawing, 
photograph, 
camera, detective, 
opinion, artefact 

Evidence, research, 
historians, letters 
newspapers. 
websites, 
detective, opinion 
artefact Why…? 
What…? When…? 
Where…? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sources, 
importance, 
significance, legacy, 
impact effects, 
change, 
This suggests. 
Maybe 
Perhaps 
Could be  
Oral history 

impact, effects, 
consequences, 
significance, infer 
continuity, cause/s 
suggest,  
eye witness, 
My conclusion is 
that … 

To weigh up both 
sides, on one hand 
However Primary 
evidence, 
Secondary 
evidence, eye 
witness, 
This source 
Suggests… 
This source doesn’t 
show that.. reliable 
Could have been.. 
Might have been.. 
Maybe, impact 
effects, 
consequences, 
legacy, significance, 
impression, infer 
suggest, 
My conclusion is 
that… 

Variety of sources 
This source 
suggests.. I can infer 
that… The source 
omits to mention.. 
The purpose, 
reliability, 
propaganda, one 
sided, biased, 
primary evidence, 
eye witness, 
secondary evidence, 
could have been, 
might have been, 
this source 
suggests... that 
source doesn’t 
show that... may be, 
impact, effects 
consequences 
legacy significance 
cause/s 

  



 

 

 

  


